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The Fashion Bomb Guide To… 
 

A Fashionable 
Work Wardrobe 



 

 

Tips 

Steer away from sheer shirts and thigh grazing 
hemlines when you first start on the job. Going for a 
more provocative look can make a bad first 
impression!  

 

Introduction Chapter 1: Work 
Wardrobe Basics 

At the Fashion Bomb, we get lots of requests from 
fashion seekers looking for tips on dressing for a 
variety of situations.  

For the first book in The Fashion Bomb Wardrobe 
series, we’re going to look at how to dress stylishly 
for the office! 

If you’ve ever wondered what to wear for a work 
outing, job interview, or even how to punch up a 
corporate look, this E-book is for you! 

We’ve answered tons of questions in the Fashion 
Bomb’s popular Mail Bombs section, and decided 
to compile all our answers in a comprehensive 
guide so you can print it out and take it with you 
on your next shopping trip. 

Every chapter is in a question and answer format, 
accompanied by an illustration that offers ideas on 
how to wear a style in the right way. 

Read on for tips, tricks, and certified hits. 

Smootches! 

The Fashion Bomb 

 

Ayana Says… 
“I wanted to know if you could tell me about fashion basics for 
the workplace. I’m starting a new job and I’m kind of hesitant!” 

The Fashion Bomb Says… 

Every office has a different culture and you should 
tailor your wardrobe accordingly! Some corporate 
environments require you to wear a suit everyday 
while more creative endeavors call for a more laid 
back look. You never know the etiquette when you 
first start, so for the first few months, play it safe with 
the following basics in black, white, or a neutral 
color: 

* Work Appropriate Dress  * Tailored Jacket  

* Black Pumps                      *Pencil or A-Line Skirt 

* Tailored pants                    *Handbag 

*Tops                    *Cardigan 

 



 

 

 
*Work Appropriate Dress: There’s not an 
article of clothing that is equal parts 
comfortable, flattering to so many shapes and 
sizes, and comes in such diverse fabrics as a 
hot dress! Knee-length dresses work very 
well—they’re comfortable and sexy, and cover 
enough to fit office protocol. Wrap dresses are 
always a great choice, and shirtwaist styles are 
also a cool way to maintain a preppy chic look. 

*Black Pumps: Exert authority in a black 
pump with a rounded and pointed toe. If you’ll 
be on your feet all day, go for a kitten heel 
between 2” and 2.5”—short enough to be 
appropriate for work yet high enough to give 
you your heel fix. 

*Tailored Pants: Across the board, pants are 
by far one of the hardest items to shop for. If 
you’re on the skinny side, go for a straight-leg; 
otherwise opt for a boot cut or wide leg style. 

*Tops: With tops, you want something that 
will work as a good base for your outfit, layer 
well, and still be a little eye-catching. Try for 
soft, breathable fabrics with little details (pleats, 
ties, shimmer, funky shapes, etc.) or look for 
new takes on a classic. Tops are a great way to 
liven up neutral pants and blazers, and are 
usually the easiest addition to your wardrobe 
both cost and space-wise.  

*Tailored Jacket: Donning a blazer instantly 
pulls your look together and, given cut and 
fabric, can add anything from professionalism 
to edge.  

 

*Skirts: Play with fabrics and fun silhouettes. 
Knife-pleats, vivid prints, and swingy hems are 
great ways to add flair to a work skirt, and a 
pencil skirt with a unique detail (a bow front, cool 
stitching, or a wide leather sash with a side-tie 
just at your waist) can make for a fresh, sexy take 
on a classic. 

*Handbag: Look for a handbag that you can 
carry daily, has plenty of style, and is practical. 
Black or brown are great buys, or you can go for 
glam with a large tote in a vibrant red or orange. 

*Cardigan: A structured light cardigan offers the 
look of a blazer yet has a much lighter weight for 
a casual feel. 

Ideally, you want a pair of shoes that will carry you 
from day through night. If you crave a flat shoe, go 
for an open-toed skimmer for the summer or an eye 
catching flat in patent leather for the fall. 

  

Tip 



 

 

Tips 

Visit one stop shops like J.Crew, Ann Taylor, and 
Banana Republic for well-tailored blazers, pants, and 
skirts. Mix and match your basics endlessly with bright 
colors for a fashionable edge. Pop in a purple or pink top 
with ruffles, or a bright yellow heel as Gigi displays.  

On Capitol Hill and in corporate environments 
conservative is the rule, so go for pieces in muted colors. 
Buy a few sheath dresses, and a skirt and pantsuit. Mix 
and match the rest with inexpensive yet colorful tops. 

Erin Says… 

“I recently landed my dream internship of interning for 
my congressman in Washington DC this summer and 
have no idea what to wear. I’m not sure, but I know I am 
on a budget. Can you help me?” 

The Fashion Bomb Says… 

 

Chapter 2: Dressing 
for a Corporate or 
Government 
Environment 



 

 

 

Chapter 3: Dressing 
for a Fashionable 
Work Environment 
 

Look! 

Janell is fashion forward in a leather skirt, gray 
booties, and a herringbone jacket accented with a plaid 
scarf and patent leather tote.  This look is perfect for a 
fashionable work environment. 

We’re fans of traditional with a twist, mainly 
focusing on hot shoes and bags. Go with a 
somewhat straight and narrow white top and 
black bottom with fashion focused (but not over 
the top) accessories.   

Deirdre Says… 

““I am a fashion merchandising major and graduation is 
very near. I have a job lined up, but sadly I don’t know 
what to wear because the fashion industry jobs are not 
geared to the typical standard black business suit and 
white dress shirt. Please help guide me into the right 
direction with out looking too “extra”.” 

The Fashion Bomb Says… 



 

 

Chapter 4: 
Transitioning from 
Day to Night 
 

A club appropriate tank, belt, and skirt 
combination like the one Kerry’s wearing here 
can easily become business attire with a blazer 
and a pair of hot stilettos in a vivid color. 

Need a clutch? Opt for a cosmetics bag, but go 
for a designer brand to really dress the look up 
(Kerry’s carrying a Fendi). Just wipe your 
cosmetics bag down, stuff some essentials in, and 
you’re set!  

 

Kia Says… 

“I have to attend a mixer after work, but my job is 
pretty conservative. What can I wear to work that I can 
also wear out afterwards? 

The Fashion Bomb Says… 



 

 

Chapter 5: What to 
Wear to A Work 
Outing 
 

Monique Says… 
“I have to attend a work related multi-day golf and 
tennis outing this summer. I’m not into either sport, but 
want to look the part. Can you suggest some work 
appropriate, yet stylish pieces? Thanks!” 

The Fashion Bomb Says… 

Of course! There’s nothing we love more than 
prepping it out in tennis whites and golf gear. 
Keep it casual yet professional during the day in 
Bermuda shorts and polo tops. For the evening, 
throw a patterned or solid cardigan over a simple, 
classic shift dress. 

 

Tip 

If you plan on golfing, be mindful of the length of your 
shorts. Some golf courses have strict dress codes and 
you could be escorted outside if you show too much 
leg!  



 

 

Bonus: What to Wear 
to an Interview 
 

For an interview, you can never go wrong with 
classic black, white, or gray but in order to leave a 
good impression, spice it up a bit! Wear a button 
down shirt with ruffles, a ribbon tie, or a cool 
collar. Wear a demure skirt, but make sure it has 
eye catching hem details like a fish tail, pleats or 
gathering. And sport accessories that pack a 
punch (i.e. instead of regular leather, wear 
something in a bright color or patent).  

Candace Says… 

“Currently I’m looking for a job and would just like 
some style tips on what to wear to an interview. I want 
something more fashionable and updated. Please 
help!” 

The Fashion Bomb Says… 



 

 

 

Conclusion 
 

We hope this guide has given you pointers on 
how to begin to build a fashionable work 
wardrobe. 

For more style tips and wardrobe advice, visit 
The Fashion Bomb at 
www.fashionbombdaily.com. Have a specific 
question? Send us an e-mail at 
thefashionbomb@gmail.com and we’ll 
answer your query. 

 For now, go forth and get fabulous! 

Smootches! 

The Fashion Bomb 
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